
TIME TOPIC PRESENTATION TITLE PRESENTER DESCRIPTION NOTES LOCATION LIMIT

9:00am-10:00am

Time Travel Through the 
Smokies Like a Pro: Fun Park 
Adventures for the Entire 
Family

Jeff Alt
Jeff Alt, author of the Adventures of Bubba Jones: Time Traveling Through the 
Great Smoky Mountains, shares family-friendly park tips-from historic sites and 
stories to easy trails, scenic views,and ways to beat the crowds.

North 3 

9:00am-10:30am
Cellphoneography-getting 
the most from your 
cellphone's camera

Colby McLemore, 
photographer

Discover the full potential of your cellphone's camera! Join us for this hands-on 
presentation that will elevate your photography shills.  Get ready to embark on this 
thrilling experience and take your wildlife photography to new heights!

Photography North 2

9:00am-10:00am Look and Touch Wildlife 
Program

Chris Ogle, TWRA 
Biologist 

Explore an interactive program with preserved specimens and learn about retiles 
through a live animal encounter. Greenbriar B

9:00am-10:30am Craft Class "Yearning to Burn" Linda  and David 
Feagan

A wood burning class.  Students will learn wood burning techniques and will take a 
finished product with them.

Pre registration required. 
Ages 11 years old and 
older.(11-14 years old 
must have a parent 
present)

South 2 10

10:00am-11:00am Craft Class Build a Bed for Wildlife Karen and Jim 
Summerville

Using clay and other materials, participants will create a bed for a native wildlife 
figurine of their choice. Along the way, we'll explore the resources animals need for 
good habitats.  Everyone will take home their handmade creation and a certificate.

Pre-registration required. 
Ages 7 years old to 15 
years old. 

South 3 12

10:00am-11:30am Fly-Fishing the Smokies and 
East Tennessee

Greg Ward and 
Dennis Ogle 

Discuss fly-fishing area streams for trout and small mouth bass, including 
equipment and fly selections. rockytopoutfitter.com North 1

10:00am-11:00am
The Appalachian Trail-Hiking 
the "Green Tunnel" from 
Georgia to Maine

Butch McDade and 
Brad Knight

Join retired Smokies and Big South Fork park ranger/author "Butch" McDade and 
hiking guide/Appalachian Trail thru-hiker Brad Knight for a slideshow and talk 
about the legendary 2,200-mile Appalachian Trail-often called the "Green Tunnel" 
as it winds through the higlands and ridges of the eastern Appalachian Mountains.

Greenbriar A

10:00am-12:00pm Craft Class Pioneer Food Preservation Roy Henson
Join us for a hands-on lesson in kraut making, apple peeling and drying, corn 
husking, stringing beans, and bean shelling. There will be various tastings. Bring a 
paring knife, 2 large apples and a large zip lock baggie.

Pre-registration 
required.Ages 14 years 
through adults

North 4 20

10:30am-11:30am Survival Tricks of the Trail Mark Warren
Mark Warren, founder of the nationally renowned Medicine Bow Wilderness School, 
will share simple native plant remedies and practical materials useful for hikers and 
nature enthusiasts alike.

Greenbriar B

11:00am-12:00pm A Walk for Sunshine 
Appalachian Trail Show Jeff Alt

Jeff shares his Appalachian Trail Journey, from Georgia to Maine, through stories, 
music, stunning slides, and lessons learned-based on his award-winning book A 
Walk for Sunshine.

North 3

11:00am-12:00pm Gupton Wetlands-A Wildlife 
Treasure Clay Thurston Join photographer, Clay Thurston as he will show some of the wildlife and beauty 

that is available in this area year round. Photography North 2

11:00am-12:00pm Craft Class Wire Wrapping a Natural 
Gemstone LaDonna Twyman Learn how to wrap a natural gemstone Pre-registration required. 

Age 18 years and older South 1 12

11:30am - 12:30pm  Sit a Spell-We've a Tale to 
Tell

Christina 
Wolfenbarger and 
Marcia Huskey 
Nelson

Come travel back in time with us to 1872 as we interview a true mountain woman, 
Mrs. Dorothea Trotter Huskey.  A visitor to her home in Emert's Cove once 
described her as fair, fat, strong-minded, sarcastic, and genial. Presented by Pigeon 
Forge Public Library's historian Christina Wolfenbarger and library director Marcia 
Huskey-Nelson, one of the many direct descendants of Ms. Huskey still living in 
Sevier County today. 

Greenbriar A

12:00pm - 1:00pm Fun and Easy Songs on the 
Autoharp

Brenda Lentz-
Dawson

Brenda will show how easy some of our favorite songs are on the autoharp.  Let's 
sing them together. North 1

12:30pm-1:30pm
My Journey to Hootin' Holler: 
A Snuffy Smith Chalk Walk 
with Cartoonist John Rose

John Rose, 
Cartoonist

Join John as he travels his career as a nationally syndicated cartoonist and shares 
some of his favorite Snuffy Smith strips.  He will draw out his charaters as he tells 
their stories.

Greenbriar B  
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12:30pm-1:30pm Craft Class Carve a Nature Stamp Pat K. Thomas Using wood carver tools, you will carve into rubber to create a rubber stamp.  
Greeting cards will be made with your stamp.

KIDS TRACK: Pre-
registration required. Ages 
11 to 14 years please.

South 3 10

1:00pm - 2:00pm
Early Communities of the 
Smokies and the Clans who 
Settled Them

Tommy Burns Slide show with old photos and hand-drawn maps of the early communities in the 
Smokies: White Oak Flats (now Gatlinburg), Sugarlands and Greenbrier Cove. North 3

1:00pm - 2:00pm Discovering Tennessee State 
Parks J.L. Stepp Discussion and colorful powerpoint display of author's visit to all of Tennessee's 

State Parks. (requested screen) North 2

1:30pm-3:30pm Craft Class Painting Nature in Oils Aurora Harrison 
Bull

Students will complete an 8x10 oil painting with materials provided and following a 
demonstration.

Pre-registration required. 
Ages 12 years and older 
and adults.

South 2 10

1:00pm - 2:00pm
"Early Medical Doctors, 
Clinics and Hospitals in the 
Smokies"

Kathy Gwinn Making house calls in the mountains was not an easy task, learn about the brave 
self-sacrificing doctors, who earned the trust of the mountain people. Greenbriar A

1:30pm-3:00pm Spin-Fishing the Smokies 
and East Tennessee

Greg Ward and 
Dennis Ogle 

Discuss spin-fishing area streams for trout and small mouth bass, including 
equipment and lure selection. rockytopoutfitter.com North 1

2:30pm - 3:30pm The Roots that Withstood 
Helene: A Story of Resilience

Chelsea Walters, 
Ranger, Davy 
Crockett Birthplace 
State Park

This brief presentation presents a condensed timeline of events surrounding the 
catastrophic flooding event of Hurricane Helene on September 27, 2024.  Although 
the flood waters ravaged the landscape, the community's and park's resilience 
shines through as a beacon of hope.

Greenbriar B

3:00pm - 4:00pm  Imaging the Beauty of Water Tom & Pat Cory From water drops to waterfalls we will explore our techniques for imaging the 
various forms that water takes on planet earth. Photography North 2

3:00pm - 4:00pm
The National Parks of the 
Southern Appalachians, Great 
Smokies and Shenandoah

Bill Dietzer and 
Dianne Klonne

Illustrate the attractions and history of the Great Smokies and Shenandoah 
National Parks. North 3

3:00pm - 4:00pm Craft Class Do-it-Yourself Salt Painting Virginia Stout Put your design down with glue, add salt then use water color paint to color your 
design.

KIDS TRACK: 
Preregistration required. A 
parent/guardian must 
accompany children in the 
room.

South 1 20

3:30pm-4:30pm Flora of Yoknapatawpha Sherra Owen This program will be focused on plants used by William Faulkner in his prose as 
featured in the William Faulkner Literary Garden near his birthplace. Greenbriar A

4:00pm-5:00pm

Ancient Appalachian 
Elephants: Mammoths, 
Mastodons in East Tennessee 
and Southwest Virginia

Matthew Inabinett, 
Grey Fossil 
Museum

Mammoths and mastodons, extinct kin of today's elephants, once roamed all 
across North America.  Discoveries of the Grey Fossil Site, Saltville, and several 
cave sites give us a glimpse of those massive mammal's lives and times in the 
Southern Appalachian, from 5 million years ago to the end of the Ice Age.

Greenbriar B

4:00pm-5:00pm Geologic Hisory of the 
Smokies James Wedekind

An introduction to the rocks found in the Park and how their distribution and 
character provides clues to their origin and later upheaval that forms the mountains 
we see today.

North 1

4:30pm-5:30pm Hiking Toward Hope: Faith on 
the Trails

Lettie K. Whisman 
and Tazz Reid

Enjoy viewing several video snippets of the remarkable Facebook/You Tube series 
"The Weekly Word Outdoor Adventures".  These brief naratives created by 
outdoorsman and pastor Tazz Reid feature East Tennessee stories in their true 
settings of history, memorials, legends, nature nuggets, and trail travels, summed 
up with a parallel to their impact on our spiritual lives. 

North 2

5:00pm - 6:00pm Tall and Small Tales of Smoky 
Mountain Adventures

Charles Maynard 
and David Morris

With over 40 years hiking and 5 books experience, Morris and Maynard will share 
stories of the Smokies and their adventures. North 3

5:30pm-6:30pm From Sevier County to 
Vietnam

Ruth Miller and 
Terri Smith

After visiting Vietnam in September 2025, we are bringing you the best mix of the 
old and new after 50 years of the war with the United States involvement. Welcome 
Home Boys.

North 1

5:30pm-6:30pm Dulcimer Concert by Tim and 
Cherry

Cherry Lemonds 
and Tim Simek

Join Tim and Cherry on a beautiful, musical journey of instrumental songs on the 
hammered dulcimers. Greenbriar A



6:00pm-7:00pm
A Half Century of Hiking and 
Capturing The Beauties of the 
Smokies

Joel Zachry This will be a pictorial discussion of fifty years of hiking and backpacking in the 
Smokies.  North 2

6:00pm-7:30pm How to Find Polaris and 
Other Stars in the Night Sky

Michele M. 
Montgomery, PhD

Learn to Observe(Part I):Download the Star Walk 2 Plus app to your phone, come 
and learn how to find and take photos and planets in the sky.  We will then go 
outside to put this knowledge into practice. (weather permitting)   

*Age 13 years and older 
please.  Star Walk 2 Plus 
app loaded to android or 
iphone-free.*

Greenbriar B 250

7:45pm-8:30pm Walk with an Astronomer

Michele 
Montgomery, PhD 
& Richard Olenick, 
PhD 

Let's walk a portion of the Wonders of Light Walking Trail to not only enjoy the 
millions of LED lights, but to search for celestial objects in the night sky. We will 
learn about light pollution during this 45 minutes 1 mile walk. (Weather permitting)

*Meet at the main entrance 
to LeConte Convention 
Center.*

Front 
Entrance of 
Convention 
Center

7 pm - 8:30 pm How Rockefeller Saved the 
Smokies Steve Kemp Can the solution to challenges vexing national parks today be found in the past?  

Let's discuss one of the most successful conservation partnerships of all time. Greenbriar C

TIME TOPIC PRESENTATION TITLE PRESENTER DESCRIPTION NOTES LOCATION LIMIT

8:30am-9:30am
The Empathy Effect: How 
Animal Encounters Inspire 
Conservation

Jenna Penland

Explore how Ocean Connections combines education with meaningful animal 
experiences to inspire empathy and motivate conservation.  Learn about our non-
releaseable marine mammal ambassadors and how you can help protect our world's 
ocean!

Greenbriar A

8:30am-9:30am Gardening for Wildlife Diane McCullen

Gardening for Wildlife means creating a garden that supports birds, butterflies, 
pollinators, and other animals. Find out what is needed and how to best attract 
Wildlife to your gardens. The goal is to create a healthy, balanced habitat that 
benefits both wildlife and people by encouraging biodiversity right in your own 
backyard.

North 3

9:00am-11:00am Craft Class Pioneer Food Preservation Roy Henson
Join us for a hands-on lesson on kraut making, apple peeling and drying, corn 
husking, stringing beans, and bean shelling. There will be various tastings. Bring a 
paring knife, 2 large apples and a large zip lock baggie.

Ages 14 years through 
adults South 4 20

9:00am-12:30pm Craft Class Oil Painting the Landscape John Adkins I will teach you how to paint a Smoky Mountain landscape in oil. Including color 
value and prospective.

Pre-registration required. 
Ages 17 years and up. South 1 12

9:00am-10:30am Craft Class "Yearning to Burn" Linda and David 
Feagan

A woodburning class.  Students will learn wood techniques and they will take a 
finished project with them.

Pre-registration required.  
Ages 11 years old and up. 
(11 - 14 MUST  have a 
parent present)

South 3 10

9:00am-10:00am Conservation Stories-NOT 
JUST FOR KIDS

Frances Figart, 
Smokies Life

"Camilla and the Catapillars" Supporting the Homegrown National Park Movement 
that encourages planting native trees and plants on private land to boost species 
diversity.   Discover how wildlife advocasy unexpectedly led her to become a 
childeren's author.

North 1

9:30am-10:30am In and Of The Sky Tom and Pat Cory From insects to eagles, from the Northern Lights to Eclipses, we will explore 
techniques for imaging what happens in the skies above us. Photography North 2

9:30am-10:30am  People, Plants and Their 
Stories Sherra Owen General stories about southern plants and the people associated with them. Greenbriar B

10:00am-11:00am Stone Circles in Ancient 
Cultures Donald Wells Ancient cultures used stone circles for many of their sacred sites.  This program 

discusses the worldwide use of the stone artifacts by ancient cultures. Greenbriar A

10:00am-11:00am Bird Banding at Seven Islands 
State Bird Park

Clare Datillo, 
Ranger

Ever wondered how scientists study bird migration and populations? Join us for a 
talk on bird banding-the vital research tool that helps track bird movements, 
survival, and behavior.  You'll learn how banding works, what data it provides, and 
how it contributes to bird conservation across the continent.

North 3

11:00am-12:00pm Beyond the Buzz: Meet the 
World's Weirdest Pollinators

Cindy Johnson-
Smoky Mountain 
Nature Lady

Discover the strange and surprising creatures -other than bees-that help your 
garden bloom. Door prizes! North 1

11:00am-12:00pm Dragonflies-Where, When and 
How to Photograph Them Clay Thurston This session will explain how to improve your dragonfly images, as well as, where 

and when to find them. Photography North 2

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2026



11:00am-12:00pm Craft Class Natural Gemstone Earrings LaDonna Tywman Learn to make a pair of natural gemstone earrings.
Pre-registration 
required.Age 18 years and 
older.

South 2 12

11:00am-12:00pm Appalachian Sounds Part 1 Knoxville Area 
Dulcimer Club

The 36 years old group of Knoxville-area musicians performs a variety of songs on 
traditional mountain and hammered dulcimers. Music Greenbriar B

11:30am-12:30pm Mythological Creatures of 
Tennessee Chris Ogle, TWRA Join a TWRA biologist to learn the TRUTH about suckers, hoop snakes, and black 

panthers in Tennessee North 3

12:00pm-1:00pm Grandma Gatewood's Walk Anne Van Curen
Actress Anne Van Curen transforms into Emma "Grandma" Gatewood to describe 
what it was like to be the first woman to solo hike the Appalachian Trail in 1955.  
Based on the book "Grandma Gatewood Takes a Walk"

Greenbriar A

12:30pm-1:30pm Craft Class Who's Traveled This Path? Karen and Jim 
Summerville

This class will talk about where to find native animals, identify their tracks and other 
signs they leave behind. Participants will decorate their own tracking/observation 
journal to take with them and a certificate.

KID'S TRACK South 3

1:00pm-2:00pm

"The Forest's Gifts of Food, 
Medicine and Craft as 
Practiced by The Native 
Americans"

Mark Warren

Mark Warren is the owner of the nationally renowned Medicine Bow Wilderness 
School.  He believes todays society can-and should-learn some invaluable lessons 
and skills regarding the use of native plants for food, medicine, insect repellent, 
craft shelter and fire.  Mark will bring along some handmade crafts for viewing and 
discussion.

North 1

1:00pm-2:00pm

Nonprofit Partnership at 
Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park and How You 
Can Get Involved

Jacqueline Harp, 
Smokies Life

Join Smokies Life to discover how they support Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, what cooperating associations do across the National Park network, and how 
each nonprofit partner in the region plays a unique role in creating experiences, 
stewarding science,and filling funding gaps for America's most visited National 
Park.

North 2

12:30pm-1:30pm Craft Class Who's Traveled this Path? Karen and Jim 
Summerville

This class will talk about where to find native animals, identify their tracks and other 
signs they leave behind.  Participants will decorate their own tracking/observation 
journal to take with them and a certificate.

KID'S TRACK: Pre-
registration required.  Ages 
7 years old to 15 years old. 

South 3 12

1:00pm-2:00pm Food Preservation in the 
1840's Roy Henson Join Roy as he shows us through video and photos the food preservation 

techniques of the early settlers in the Appalachians. North 3

1:30pm-3:30pm Craft Class Painting Nature in Oils Aurora Harrison 
Bull

Students will complete an 8x10 oil painting with materials provided and following a 
demonstration.

Pre-registration required. 
Ages 12 years and older. South 1 10

1:30pm-2:30pm
The Fascinating Big South 
Fork Country of Tennessee 
and Kentucky

Arthur "Butch" 
McDade

Join Butch for a slide show journey through Big South Fork country in the 
Cumberland Plateau of Tennessee and Kentucky, featuring the history of the area.  Greenbriar A

1:30pm-2:30pm Appalachian Sounds Part II Knoxville Area 
Dulcimer Club

A concert from musicians playing Traditional Mountain & Hammered Dulcimers 
featuring a variety of music. Music Greenbriar B

2:00pm-3:00pm Craft Class Friendship Bracelets Virginia Stout Instructions and materials will be provided to make and take a friendship bracelet 
for participants.

KID'S TRACK: Pre-
registration is required. All 
ages welcome, designed 
for kids.

South 2 40

2:30pm-3:30pm
View From the South and 
North Rims of the Grand 
Canyon

Bill Dietzer and 
Dianne Klonne

This program will illustrate the views of the Grand Canyon and how it was 
discovered and developed. North 1

2:30pm-4:00pm Methods for Locating and 
Photographing Wildlife Travis "Hill" Henry

We will discuss how to use technology to locate wildlife.  We'll also discuss the 
types of behaviors that photographers can seek to capture to make images more 
interesting or artistic beyond the standard profile shot. 

Photography North 2

2:30pm-3:30pm
Winter Hummingbirds in East 
Tennessee and Western 
North Carolina

Mark Armstrong

Hummingbirds are a rare but regular winter visitor in Tennessee and North Carolina-
some stay for the season while others just pass through.  Learn how scientists 
study their movements by safely capturing and banding them to record species, 
age, and sex, all under federal permits.

North 3

3:00pm-4:00pm "A Salute to Colonial 
America" Kathy Gwinn

In 2026 our country will celebrate it's 250th Anniversary.  What was colonial 
America like?  This session relates the history and traditions of the people back 
then.

Greenbriar A



3:30pm-4:30pm Craft Class Make & Write: Natural Inks & 
Feathered Pens

Amber Brown and 
Madeline Braden, 
Barefoot University 

Discover the art of writing with nature. In this hands-on session, you'll learn how to 
create your own natural inks from the earth, then try your hand at writing with a 
homemade feather pen.

KID'S TRACK: Pre-
registration required.  Ages 
10 years old and up please. 
Parent/Guardian must be 
in the room.

South 4 50

3:30pm-4:30pm Wildflowers of the Smokies Jack Carman Join Jack Carman, artist, for a powerpoint presentation of the Wildflowers found in 
the Smokies. Greenbriar B

4:00pm-5:00pm The Art of the Story-Mussopo 
the Adventurous Opossum

Craig Cruise, 
Author

In this presentation, Craig will share insights into his two children's books, discuss 
the artwork and writing process, and may even include a fun session of typewriter 
poetry.

North 1

4:30pm-5:30pm
Appalachian Rhinos: Five 
Million Years Ago in 
Tennessee

Joseph Gajewski, 
Grey Fossil 
Museum 

Five million years ago, the forests of Tennessee may have looked the same, but the 
animals roaming them were very different.  Come learn about the extinct 
Appalachian rhinoceros, and how studying fossils helps us better understand 
endangered species in the present.

North 3

4:30pm-5:30pm
Night-Scapes: Astro and 
Landscape Photography with 
Camera and Smart Phones

Rick Smith I will be showing different techniques to capture the beauty of unique nightscape 
photography in single image for cameras and smart phones. North 2

5:00pm-6:00pm Hurricane Helene Thru the 
Eyes of a First Responder Joey Holt The destruction from the flooding of Helene in Newport/Cocke County.  The 911 

calls and what first responders went through to help the people in need. Greenbriar A

5:30pm-6:30pm "Tennessee Originals"
Hills-n-Hollows   
Kathy and Mike 
Gwinn

Come and discover the stories and songs behind some of Tennessee's original 
products such as Mountain Dew, Goo-Goo Pies, Milky Way Bars, etc…. Music North 1

6:00pm-7:00pm Protecting Land Through 
Conservation Partnerships Joel Zachry A discussion of land conservancies and the Tennessee greenbelt and how they 

benefit nature. North 2

6:00pm - 7:00pm Smoky Mountain Storytellers 
Association

Jim Easton and 
Friends A variety of tellers will join us throughout the week to entertain us with their tales. North 3 

6:00pm-7:30pm
How to Find Your Zodiac 
Constellation in the Night 
Sky

Michele M. 
Montgomery, PhD.

Download the Star Walk 2 Plus to your android or iPhone and come learn how to 
find and take photos of zodiac constellations in the sky. We will then go outside to 
find and photo your zodiac constellation. (weather permitting)

*Download the Star Walk 2 
Plus to your android or 
iPhone*

Greenbriar B

7:00pm-8:30pm
Stepping Back in Time: 
Stories and Stewardship in 
the Smokies

Robin Goddard and 
Dana Sohen

Join us for an inspiring program featuring Robin Goddard, who grew up in the 
shadow of the Walker Sisters' home. Through her vivid storytelling, Robin will 
transport you back to a time when teaching, gathering, and community life in the 
mountains revolved around cherished places like the Little Greenbrier 
Schoolhouse. Dana Sohen, President of Friends of the Smokies, will share how 
philanthropy has been intertwined with the park since it's very beginning-when 
advocates raised $10 million in the 1920s to help establish Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. 

Greenbriar C

TIME TOPIC PRESENTATION TITLE PRESENTER DESCRIPTION NOTES LOCATION LIMIT

9:00am-10:00am Animal EYE-dentification Clay Thurston Clay will project the photo of an animal (mammal, bird, reptile or insect) eye onto 
the screen and you will try to guess what it is! This "photo" game is for all ages. Photography North 2

9:00am-10:30am Incredible Wild Edibles Donna M. Cyr A show and tell of plants that grow outside your door.  They can be used for food, 
medicine and utilitarian purposes. Greenbriar A

9:00am-10:00am Meet Aunt Liddy Anne Van Curen
Join Anne as she portrays Lydia K. Whaley(1840-1926).  This Civil War widow 
served the Sugarlands' Community as a healer, midwife, tailor, farmer and talented 
craftswoman, helping many families in the Smoky Mountains.

Greenbriar B

9:00am-10:30am Craft Class "Yearning to Burn" Linda & David 
Feagan

A wood burning class. Students will learn wood burning techniques and they will 
take a finished project with them.

Pre-registration required.  
Ages 11 years old and up. 
(11-14 years old MUST 
have a parent present)

South 2 10

9:00am-11:00am Craft Class Pioneer Food Preservation Roy Henson
Join us for a hands-on lesson in kraut making, apple peeling and drying, corn 
husking, stringing beans, and bean shelling.  There will be various tastings. Bring a 
paring knife, 2 large apples and a large baggie.

Pre-registration required.  
Ages 14 years old through 
adults.

South 4 20
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9:00am-12:30pm Craft Class Oil Painting the Landscape 
with John Adkins John Adkins I will teach you how to paint a Smoky Mountains landscape in oil.  Including color, 

value and prospective!

Preregistration required. 
Ages 17 years old and 
older.

South 1 12

9:00am-10:00am Backyard Bird Watching for 
the Amateur Ed Guindon

This session will describe the presenter's experiences with watching and feeding 
birds in his backyard for over 35 years. Topics covered will include feeder types, 
birdseed selection, feeder mounting and protection from pests. General bird 
identification aids will be discussed including binoculars, cameras, phone apps and 
even your ears.  This will not be a course in identifying tricky bird species!

North 1

10:00am-11:00am Butterfly Lessons and 
Blessings

Glenna Julian and 
Lois Worthington

We shall share what we have learned by watching butterflies, and tell what 
blessings we have received by observing nature. North 3

10:00am-11:30am Craft Class
Cyanotype Solar Prints with 
Light and Suminagashi 
Marbling on Paper

Linda Miller

Discover the art of cyanotype printing, an alternative photographic process that 
uses sunlight to create striking images. Participants are invited to bring found 
objects-such as lace feathers, stencils or dried plants-to experiment with and 
capture unique silhouettes in their prints.

Pre-registration required.  
Ages 12 years old and up 
please.

South 3 10

10:30am-11:30am Great Smokies Adventures for 
Everyone

Bill Dietzer and 
Dianne Klonne

This program will illustrate the many activities and attractions for all ages in the 
Great Smokies. North 1

11:00am-12:00pm
Smoky Mountains After Dark, 
How to Find and Photograph 
the Milky Way

Lisa Mayo You will learn how to scout out locations and photograph the Milky Way in the 
Smoky Mountains Photography-screen North 2

11:00am-12:00pm Craft Class Thumbprint Designs Aurora Harrison 
Bull

This class will be for all ages(geared toward children, but adults enjoy it too). They 
will be making animated characters with their own thumbprints to tell a story.

Preregistration required. 
Ages 5 years to 90 years. South 2 12

11:00am-12:00pm Tennessee's Top 40 
Waterfalls Keith Garnes A look at top tier waterfalls from across eight geographic regions of the state.  Did 

your favorites make the list?? Greenbriar A

11:00am-12:00pm
The Art of Stalking for 
Photography, Wildlife 
Observers and Hunters.

Mark Warren

Whether one hunts or not, simply getting close enough to a wild creature to 
observe its lifestyle is a worthwhile adventure for anyone.  This presentation will 
impart the physical and mental discipline for approaching an animal by a motion 
that remains invisible in the peripheral vision of prey.  This class boosts balance, 
strength and patience.

Greenbriar B

11:30am-12:30pm
North American Bears 
Through Time and Space: 
From Tiny to Gigantic

Blaine Schubert, 
Grey Fossil 
Museum

North American bears today are limited to three species, but in fossil record we had 
a diverse array of forms, some small and some quite enormous.  This talk will review 
the evolution and development of bears in North America over the past 10 million 
years.

North 3 

12:30pm-1:30pm Arches Along the Way Keith Garnes A collection of arches and natural bridges along Tennessee's trails. Updated for the 
2026 event! Greenbriar A

1:00pm-2:00pm * Food Preservation in the 
1840s Roy Henson Join Roy as he shows us through video and photos about the food preservation 

techniques of the early settlers of the Appalachians. Greenbriar B

1:00pm-2:00pm Trout Unlimited Fisheries 
Conservation

David Tolliver, Little 
River Chapter

Come and learn about trout unlimited fisheries conservation and preservation in 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park and beyond. North 1

1:00pm-2:00pm Hiking Trails in My Smoky 
Mountain Novels Dr. Lin Stepp Colorful, powerpoint display of hikes her characters have taken in her Smoky 

Mountain novels.  North 2

1:00pm - 2:00pm

The Galapagas Islands: The 
land of Blue-footed Boobies, 
Sally Lightfoot Crabs, 
Tortoises, and Lava

Kris Light The Galapagas Islands are blessed with fascinating animals, endemic plants, and 
amazing geology.  Charles Darwin and past and present history will be discussed. North 3

2:00pm-3:00pm Uncle Lem Ownby Carroll McMahan Carroll McMahan author of "Elkmont's Uncle Lem Ownby, Sage of the Smokies" 
portrays the protagonist in a one man play. Greenbriar A

2:30pm-3:30pm Winter Woodpeckers Clare Dattilo, 
Ranger

Join us for a talk all about the seven species of woodpeckers that call Tennessee 
home during the winter months.  We'll explore how to identify common species by 
sight and sound, and learn about their unique adaptations.

North 3

1:00pm-2:00pm Craft Class Natural Gemstone Earrings LaDonna Twyman Make a pair of natural gemstone earrings. Pre-registration required. 
Ages 18 years and older. South 4 12



2:00pm-3:00pm Craft Class Valentine Card Making Dolora Batchelor Valentine themed card making, using precut materials, glue and sharpies.
KID'S TRACK: Pre-
registration required. Ages 
5-10 years.

South 1 12

2:30pm-3:30pm Notable Guests at the Oliver 
Lodge in Cades Cove Stephen G. Weber A power point presentation for photos and history of the Oliver Lodge in Cades 

Cove. North 1

3:00pm-4:00pm Backroads of Americana Kendall Chiles Let Kendall show you the view through his camera lens of the interesting sites he 
encounters on the back roads of America. Photography North 2

3:00pm-4:00pm "A Tribute to the Cherokee 
People" Kathy Gwinn Learn of the many contributions the Cherokee made to this area, hear some of their 

legends and discover why there is still today a remnant on the east coast. Greenbriar B

3:30pm-5:00pm Craft Class Making Paper Flowers Virginia Stout Participants will learn how to make gorgeous paper flowers for you to take home.  
Your choice of colors.

Pre-registration required. 
Ages 10 years and up 
please.

South 3 30

4:00pm-5:30pm

A Day in the Life of an 
Appalachian Ridge Runner: 
Protector, Educator, and 
Steward

Anne Sentz and 
Collin Chambers

Experience a day-in-the-life of an Appalachian Trail "Ridgerunner" in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park!  Ridgerunners are a friendly presence in the backcountry 
and specialize in educating hikers, maintaining the Appalachian Trail and its 
facilities, collecting data that is used to guide management decisions.

Greenbriar A

4:00pm-5:00pm Howling for Survival: Red 
Wolf Conservation 

Laura Ellis, Bays 
Mountain

Discover the story of one of North America's most endangered canines.  Learn 
about the red wolf's history, current conservation efforts, and how we can help 
ensure their survival for future generations.

North 3

4:30pm-5:30pm Old Songs We Love Brenda Lenz-
Dawson Join Brenda and her auto harp for a fun time with the old songs. Music North 1

5:00pm-6:00pm Predators of the Night: OWLS John Simcox, 
Talon Ridge

John will introduce the audience to the mysterious world of our favorite nocturnal 
hunters. Through up-close encounters with our embassador Eurasian Eagle-Owl, 
Wicca, the audience will explore owl's incredible adaptations, stealthy hunting 
skills, and the vital role they play in maintaining healthy ecosystems.  This engaging 
program blends science and storytelling to inspire curiosity and highlights the 
importance of raptor conservation.

North 2

6:00pm-7:00pm Red Clay State Park Ranger Taylor N. 
Young

Stories are for more than emtertainment! Learn about why storytelling is important 
to the Cherokee. Come and listen to a few traditional stories about animals and feel 
real animal pelts!

North 3

6:00pm-7:00pm Run from a Bear? - Try it 
Once! Joel Zachry A discussion on avoiding dangerous conflicts and keeping nature in balance. Greenbriar B

7:00pm-8:30pm Heaven and Nature Sings Ken Jenkins, Judy 
Felts and Friends

This all-new presentation of traditional and contempoary Christian songs, the lyrics 
are illustrated with beautiful photography and uplifting commentary. Come join us 
for an evening of an inspiring program and song.

Music & Photography Greenbriar C

TIME TOPIC PRESENTATION TITLE PRESENTER DESCRIPTION NOTES LOCATION LIMIT

9:00am-10:00am
The Obed Wild and Scenic 
River: Protected, thanks to 
engaged citizens.

Hans Christen, 
TCWP

Over 40 miles of stunningly beautiful gorges and pristine rivers provide numerous 
outdoors activities.  This presentation tells the story of how it came to be protected, 
why it is important, and how you can enjoy it.

North 1

9:00am-10:00am Heritage of the Mountains Jim Bordwine, the 
Saltmaker

Come and learn about the history of salt and the smoked salt techniques in the 
Appalachian Mountains. North 3

9:00am-10:30am Craft Class "Yearning to Burn" Linda and David 
Feagen

A wood burning class. Students will learn wood burning techniques and they will 
take a finished project with them.

Pre-registration required.   
Ages 11 years old and 
older (11 - 14 years old 
MUST have a parent 
present.

South 2 10

9:00am-10:00am Craft Class Art from Natural Materials Pat K. Thomas Childern will learn how to create a dragonfly from natural materials and paint, glue 
and fashioned onto a board.

KID'S TRACK: Pre-
registration required. Ages 
5 to 10 years please.

South 4 12

9:00am-10:00am Living with the Natives Sherra Owen The tour of a Southern Appalachian Landscape featuring natives and a woodland 
garden. Greenbriar A
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9:30am-10:30am What Makes A Good 
Photograph Douglas Hubbard

A large collection of how-to tips, rules and suggestions. These will help create a 
memorable photograph which will score well in competition; but, more importantly, 
how to improve impact and storytelling.

North 2

10:00am-11:00am A Moth-er's Night Out Kris Light
Learn about the ""Butterflies of the Night".  Moths are an important part of our 
ecosystem.  Their life cycles, food preferences, and how to attract them will be 
discussed.

Greenbriar B

10:00am-11:30am
Cyanotype Solar Printing 
with Light and Suminagashi 
Marbling on Paper

Linda Miller

Cyanotype printing is a way of producing images using sunlight. An alternative 
photographic printing process. Bring found objects(lace pieces, naturals, feathers, 
stencils, anything to cause an interesting silhouette),and dried plants to add to your 
pictures.

Preregistration required. 
Ages 12 years old and up 
please.

South 1 10

10:30am-11:30am Can You Still Hear the Buzz? Kris and Hans 
Christen, TCWP

Honeybees and other pollinators are critically important to our environment and to 
our food supply, but they are endangered by a dangerous combination of hazards.  
We will talk about insect health from a beekeeper's perspective, explain how honey 
is produced, and show what you can do to help pollinators.

North 1

10:30am-11:30am Craft Class Beginner's Crochet Cherry Lemonds
We will cover slip knots, chaining, tension, single/double/triple crochet, hook and 
yarn sizes, reading symbols and directions. We will create a sampler potholder.  
Participants may bring a J crochet hook and #4 worsted yarn.

Pre-registration required. 
Ages 13 years old through 
adults please.

South 3 10

11:00am-12:00pm
The Good, the Bad and the 
Ugly of Doing Arts and Craft 
Shows

Clay Thurston This program will explain what you need to do for Arts and Craft Shows as well as 
what to watch out for! Photography North 2

11:00am-12:30pm
Black Bear Management in 
Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park

Ryan Williamson, 
Wildlife Biologist 
GSMNP

Learn about the biology of black bears and how populations are managed in Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. This program will also address common myths 
and include time for questions.

Greenbriar A

11:00am-12:00pm Craft Class Making a Beaded Ring LaDonna Twyman Learn to make a free form wire ring of beads. Preregistration required.  
Age 18 years and older. South 4 12

11:00am-12:00pm Story Songs from the Heart Brenda Lentz-
Dawson Join us as Brenda shares with us some of her favorite stories and songs. Music North 3

11:00am-12:00am Craft Class
Rooted in Necessity-The 
Dooryard (early American 
Homestead)

Natileene Cassel 
and Donna Stinnett Learn to make a sketch of a dooryard garden.  Take a trip back in time Pre-registration required. 

Adults only please. South 2 20

11:30am-12:30pm "I've Never Been Lost, Just 
Been Bothered a Few Days"

Arthur"Butch" 
McDade

This program will be an introduction to the fascinating life of Wiley Oakley, Sevier 
County's "Roamin" Man of the Smokies. Oakley was born on the slopes of the 
Smoky Mountains in 1885 and went on to become a master guide and a popular 
natural storyteller.

Greenbriar B

12:00pm-1:00pm Tennessee Herpetology 
(Reptiles and Amphibians) Chris Ogle, TWRA Join a TWRA biologist to learn about Tennessee's diverse array of reptiles. North 1

12:30pm-1:30pm The Ten Essentials Everyone 
Should Carry Joey Holt The ten essentials every hiker should carry on them and the importance of each 

item. North 3

11:30am-12:30pm Craft Class "Glitter Animals" Karen and Jim 
Summerville

Participants will learn about precautions rehabbers take to prevent spread of 
common wildlife diseases (glitter).  Each child will pretend to "rehab" a stuffed 
animal (cleaning, feeding, medicating) using what they have learned.  Afterward we 
will talk about chances for spread of disease (glitter).

KID'S TRACK: Pre-
registration required. Ages 
7 to 15 years old please. A 
parent must be present 
with children under 12 
years of age.

South 1 8

12:30pm - 1:30pm
Watch It Unfold: Time-lapse 
Build For You Tube and 
Instagram

Rick Smith Making time-lapse images for Instagram and You Tube. Photography North 2

1:00pm-2:00pm Pigeon Forge in the 1980's: 
Discussion Panel

Butch Helton, Bill 
Bradley, Harriet 
Berrier and Jackie 
Barnes

Big changes the City of Pigeon Forge underwent in the 1980's  that shaped and 
made the city more modern and more like it appears today. Greenbriar B

1:30pm-2:30pm Middle Tennessee Town and 
Country Scapes Jack Carman This is a powerpoint presentation of Middle Tennessee town and country scenes. North 1



1:30pm-2:30pm Predators Through Time Jake Joyner, Bays 
Mountain Park

The white tailed deer has survived centuries of changes, but the predators around it 
have not.  Take a journey through time to uncover the past and present hunters of 
Tennessee's most iconic prey animal.

Greenbriar A

1:30pm-3:00pm Craft Class Beginners Flower Vase Book 
Folding Virginia Stout

Participants will be given instructions with a demonstration on folding pages of a 
hardback book into a vase shape.  Then add flowers for a gorgeous display to take 
home.

KID'S TRACK: Pre-
registration required.  Ages 
10 years and up please. A 
parent/guardian must be 
present.

South 3 25

2:00pm-3:00pm Photography is Art Chris Rohwer

Anytime Chris picks up his camera he thinks about how to photograph his subjects 
differently and how to make it a more artistic representation of what he sees. 
Sometimes it works, sometimes not. Come explore his images and see how he tries 
to create photographic art from capture to post processing.

North 2

2:30pm - 4:00pm

Smoky Mountain Storytellers 
Association Wrap-up 
Wilderness Wildlife Week 
2026

Jim Eastin and 
Friends There will be a variety of stories and tellers to end this fantastic week! Greenbriar B


